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SYRIAN AMBASSADOR TO SPEAK AT UM
MISSOULA—
A rare opportunity to discuss the current Middle East situation will be offered Tuesday,
Dec. 11, when Imad Moustapha, ambassador of Syria to the United States, visits The
University of Montana.
Moustapha will present “U.S.-Syria and the New Old Middle East: Confrontation or
Cooperation” at 7:30 p.m. in the University Ballroom. The event is free and open to the
public. A question-and-answer session will follow the presentation.
Moustapha has served as the Syrian Ambassador to the United States since March
2004. He will be at UM following the Nov. 26 Annapolis Middle East Conference and will
offer firsthand information about the new Middle East.
The event is sponsored by the World Affairs Council of Montana, a nonprofit,
nonpartisan organization dedicated to helping Montanans better understand world issues that
was founded by former Ambassador Mark Johnson, a 30-year veteran of the diplomatic
service.
Syria is a pivotal country in the Middle East, Johnson said. The country is involved in
the Palestinian-Israel dispute because of the Golan Heights occupied territories and the fact that
-more-
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30 percent to 40 percent of Israel’s water comes from the area. Syria’s role in Lebanon also
has come under criticism from the U.N. Security Council, especially after the 2005
assassination of former Lebanese Prime Minister Hariri.
“Syria’s ongoing relationship with Iran also adds to the complexities of U.S.-Syrian
relations over the past several years,” Johnson said. “Ambassador Moustapha’s visit reflects
the philosophy of Mike Mansfield who said, ‘It’s always better to hear what the other guy has
to say.’”
Prior to becoming the Syrian ambassador, Moustapha was dean of the faculty of
information technology at the University of Damascus and secretary general of the Arab
School on Science and Technology. He was a member of the Syrian team responsible for
drafting reform strategies for the ministries of culture, education and higher education.
Moustapha also was a co-author of the U.N.-sponsored 2003 Human Development
Report in the Arab World.
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